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A LON E TO GET H ER
V IV EK N IT YA NA NDA

Vivek Nityananda has a Ph.D. in Animal Behaviour from the Indian Institute of Science, 
Bangalore. He has worked at the University of Minnesota, St. Paul and Queen Mary Uni-
versity of London. He is currently a research associate at the University of Newcastle and 
has previously been a Marie Curie Research Fellow and a Human Frontiers Science Pro-
gram Fellow. He has researched communication in bushcrickets, hearing in frogs, visual 
search and attention in bees, self-deception in humans and 3D vision in praying mantises. 
He has also published fiction and illustration and has worked towards engaging the public 
with research using comics, animation and theatre. He was awarded a public engagement 
fellowship from the Great North Museum Hancock and a Wellcome Trust Small Arts 
Award to support these efforts. He currently researches the ecology and evolution of sen-
sory behaviour and the evolution of self-deception. – Address: Institute of Neuroscience, 
Newcastle University, Framlington Place, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE2 4HH, United 
Kingdom. E-mail: vivek.nityananda@ncl.ac.uk.
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