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I worked on several projects as part of the spatial cognition group. I have been invited to
contribute a chapter on the development of spatial cognition to the next revision of the
main reference text in developmental psychology, Handbook of Child Psychology, which is
very widely used in the field. The chapter includes various topics not covered in my book
and reorganizes the material. I recently obtained important new findings, with broad im-
plications for spatial development, that people code specific locations (e. g. compass points)
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and also categorical information (e. g. geographic region). Our model posits that, by com-
bining inexact information on two levels in forming estimates, the accuracy of these esti-
mates can be increased. My collaborator is my Co-Fellow Nora Newcombe, Professor of
Psychology at Temple University, Philadelphia.

Another project was to complete writing up a series of studies of the hierarchical organ-
ization of spatial information and how it affects people’s judgments of location. This work
was done in collaboration with Larry Hedges, Professor of Sociology, University of Chica-
go. By presenting our overall rational model, we hope we have enhanced each particular
application and thus made the strongest case for this form of coding in the domain of spa-
tial representation.

Finally Ken Cheng, John Rieser, Sarah Shettelworth, and I had regular meetings con-
cerning the Focus Group Development of Spatial Cognition about similarities and differ-
ences in spatial functioning across species. That work is on hold at the moment because of
Ken Cheng’s baby and my husband, among other things. We intend to get back to it.




