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We offer junior life sciences scholars from around the world an
opportunity to take a break from the lab and immerse themselves
in an intellectually and culturally diverse environment.

At the College for Life Sciences you will gain time to develop a
project of your choice, to formulate and pursue daring and unusual
ideas, and to interact with scientists and intellectuals from the
widest possible spectrum of academic fields and traditions. Our
goal is to promote a kind of science that transcends disciplinary
boundaries and goes beyond established issues and
approaches.

Each year the Wissenschaftskolleg welcomes internationally
recognized senior as well as promising junior scholars in all fields
of knowledge, including the humanities, the social sciences, and
the arts. The College for Life Sciences adresses early-career
life scientists and invites them to become part of this “learning
community”.

During your stay you will join colloquia and lectures, engage in
stimulating conversations, and participate in inspiring workshops
which will help you grow intellectually, initiate collaborations, and
develop your own career.
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Iruka Okeke, College for Life Sciences Fellow 2010/2011



OUR REQUIREMENTS

For a stay at the Wissenschaftskolleg you should bring intel-
lectual curiosity, an interest in disciplines not your own, and a
readiness to engage in discussions beyond your own disciplinary
boundaries. The College expects you to work in Berlin for the
duration of your fellowship and to integrate fully in the community
and life of the Wissenschaftskolleg, such as the weekly internal
colloquia as well as the common meals.

You must have obtained your doctorate by the start of your fel-
lowship, and we also require that you have at least one lead-
author publication in a peerreviewed journal. Through the
College for Life Sciences we promote scientists at the beginning
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three- to fivemonths residency at the Wissenschaftskolleg in Berlin

a full stipend based on your previous salary

studio accommodation on campus

freedom to pursue a project of your choice

insight into new areas of knowledge and research cultures

integration into a unique international community of Fellows

access to Berlin’s excellent scholarly and scientific community

access to the Wissenschaftskolleg’s outstanding library and IT services

The Wissenschaftskolleg cannot provide any laboratory space. For
more details please visit:



WHAT FORMER LIFE SCIENTISTS HAVE
SAID ABOUT WIKO

Berlin is a bustling hub for biomedical research, and with
Grunewald as my base camp, | was in an excellent position
to make and foster new connections, friendships, and collab-
orations across Berlin.

Simon Elsdsser, College for Life Sciences Fellow 2018/2019

Wiko put me back on track. The Fellows, in their questions,
their colloquia, their curiosity, and their conversation, gener-
ously shared with me not what they do, but how they do it.
They reminded me that scholarship is a process, not a prod-
uct. Within our Fellow group, we defined one another by the
questions we asked and the approaches we took to tackling
them, not by the answers we got.

Amanda Kyle Gibson, John Maynard Smith Prize Fellow 2018/2019

A Wiko fellowship was the solution to the problem that all
interdisciplinary scientists have, and which is accentuated
for early career experimentalists: the difficulty in finding time
to think, read and write... | came to synthesize my thoughts
and research the literature for a new project... it was incred-
ibly valuable to have this wealth of expertise close by and so
easy to draw upon.

Iruka Okeke, Fellow College for Life Sciences 2010/2011
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