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ARBEITSVORHABEN

Serien in der zeitgenössischen Kunst

I propose to take as my starting point a number of instances in contemporary art when artists exhibit a marked
tendency to conceive their singular works as part of an actual or potential series, whether repetitive or evolutive. I
have in mind (to give only a few examples of a phenomenon whose presence in contemporary art is conspicuous
enough to merit some thought) the oeuvre of such artists as Ad Reinhardt, Barnett Newman, Mark Rothko and, in
an altogether different vein, Andy Warhol. The motive force behind such series may differ dramatically from one
artist to another. Beyond these differences, the phenomenon itself suggests, however, at a more general level, a
change in the status of the singular work, and in the attitude of artists towards "achievement". I have briefly
discussed this question in one of the chapters of my book The European Theory of Art and Psychoanalysis. I would
like to take advantage of my stay at the Wiko to continue this reflection, by investigating more fully the many
aspects of artistic creation that need to be brought into play in discussing such occurrences in the work of a
number of contemporary artists, and by looking closer at possible historical precedents that might prove
illuminating.

This study will eventually expand to include a Romanian example I find particularly rich, that of the artist Horia
Bernea.
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