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PROJECT

The Emergence of Judaism and Christianity in the First Centuries C.E.

  Judaism is a set of practices and beliefs that have changed constantly, and sometimes radically, over the centuries.
One major change took place after the Babylonian exile, when some of the essential characteristics of what we
today call "Judaism" took shape; another one occurred in the second century B.C.E. under the influence of
"Hellenism"; and yet another, and decisive, change happened during the first centuries of the Christian era, when a
sect emerged within the Jewish religion that would develop into a powerful religion of its own.
During the last 20 years, scholars of Judaism and Early Christianity have become increasingly aware of the fact that
the emergence of "Christianity" within the lap of "Judaism" did not happen at a certain point in time but was a
process that extended over centuries. Moreover, and more importantly, a consensus is about to be reached that this
process wasn't just a one-way-street, leading straight from "Judaism" to "Christianity", but that it had its
repercussions in both directions: A constant and overlapping effort of self-definition, demarcation and, later on,
separation of both religions under the impact of each other.
Taking up one of my very first publications ("Die sogenannte Synode von Jabne: Zur Trennung von Juden und
Christen im 1./2. Jahrhundert n. Chr." 1975), I will re-evaluate the available evidence within the rabbinic and early
Christian literary corpora that touches upon questions of self-definition, with an emphasis on the issue of "heresy"
(minut), and I will describe this process in all its prolonged, multifarious, and far from unambiguous aspects.
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TUESDAY COLLOQUIUM, 22.01.2008

Why Did the Baby Messiah Disappear?

The Birth of Christianity from the Spirit of Judaism

  My presentation starts from the (deliberately provocative) assumption that, for large parts of their history, Judaism
and Christianity were not completely separate religious entities that lived in splendid isolation, sealed off from each
other by eternal enmity and hatred. I will argue that this assumption is certainly true for the first centuries C.E.,
during which Christianity emerged from Judaism, its mother or, better, sister-religion. My presentation will focus on
a famous story preserved in the Jerusalem Talmud that captures Christianity - literally - in statu nascendi, that is, at
the very moment it sprang from the loins of Judaism.  
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