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FOCUS

PROJECT

Life History "Ground Plans" in Social Insect Evo-Devo

Recent work from my group and collaborators suggests that selection on major life history regulators may have
been central to evolution of insect social behavior. By defining a "ground plan" of co-regulated traits, these systems
can contribute to predictable variation in social phenotypes and serve as substrates for selective breeding.

I would like to mature these hypotheses into a heuristic framework that describes my ideas on the mechanisms of
the "ground plan". This framework will allow the focus group to expand its explanatory models to include specific
candidate regulators. I believe this extended insight can change our understanding of how social behavior can
emerge.
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