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PROJECT

The Ends of Race: The Rise and Fall of a Concept, 1780-1900

| will be preparing a series of ten lectures that track the arguments made in a forthcoming book called “The Ends of
Race: The Rise and Fall of a Concept, 17780-1900." Focusing on a few key critical exchanges, the book stresses the
agonistic or polemical character of the scientific discourse in which the concept of race was debated and defined,
and the ends the concept was made to serve. The book will trace the rise of race as a promising area of inquiry with
potentially vast implications at the beginning of the nineteenth century to its collapse at the end of the century
when the leading scientists concluded that despite a century of scientific inquiry, the concept could not support
scientific research and should be abandoned. The connecting link of what | call a “skeletal account” is provided by a
common reference to craniology or skull measurement as the most promising source of hard evidence for the
existence of something presumed to be a biological fact but that otherwise lacked a physical basis.
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