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PROJECT

Hungary under Orbán: The EU’s Only Electoral Autocracy in

Comparative Perspective

Viktor Orbán’s Fidesz gained a two-thirds constitutional majority in the 2010 parliamentary elections, and Hungary
subsequently entered a period of accelerating autocratization. My ambition for my stay at the Wissenschaftskolleg
zu Berlin is to complete a book on this process: its underlying reasons, enabling factors, most important elements,
and consequences. For this process, paradoxically, made Hungary as important on the global stage as it has not
been since the revolution of 1956.

In this spectacular process of autocratization, the governing parliamentary majority gradually gained power over
the judiciary and all other formally independent agencies and public institutions—among others, the office of the
chief prosecutor, the state accounting office, the public television and radio, and the public news agency. As the
number of independent agencies shrank, public space was increasingly filled with government propaganda, often in
the form of hate speech against government-designated scapegoats, including migrants and refugees, civil society
organizations, the EU, the IMF, the UN, and George Soros. In 2019, in consequence, Hungary was classified as partly
free by Freedom House (FH), which was the first time an EU member state was ever given this classification.
Similarly, since 2020, the V-Dem Institute has classified Hungary an electoral autocracy, again for the first time for
any EU member state. Nevertheless, the roots of the dramatic post-2010 Hungarian democratic decline should be
sought in the pre-2010 period. Why, how, and with which specific consequences are the subject of my book.
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