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PROJECT

The Jungle Book Reimagined: Constructing Narratives on Nature

and Wildlife Using Science and Art

  Popular narratives shaped by stories and folklore have profound impacts on how we interact with nature. They
collectively determine our relationship with wild animals and are integral in guiding our decisions whether and how
to protect species threatened with extinction. Narratives can be influenced and altered through knowledge
generation (scientific exploration) and propagation (science communication). My first objective is to construct a
unified conceptual framework that synergistically integrates the various components of Asiatic wild dog (“dhole”)
ecology that my research has been addressing. I will use empirical data to test and validate this framework, to gain
a holistic understanding of how metapopulations of socially complex species function in heterogenous landscapes.
Second, I intend to use my skills as a cartoonist and storyteller to combine science, art, humour, and popular culture
to retell stories about dholes and other Indian wildlife species in the form of a fully illustrated book. This
“reimagined” version of The Jungle Book will be rooted in ecological insights gained from rigorous scientific research
and linked to narratives that indigenous scientists have accumulated through their lived experience. Considered
together, (i) scientific investigation into how animal populations and metapopulations function and confronting
theory with field data forms the basis for formulating strategies to reverse trajectories of extinction; and (ii)
adopting innovative ways to communicate insights gained from such scientific research can help reconstruct
narratives of human-wildlife relationships and foster public engagement in conservation.
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