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Metamorphosis: A Natural Wonder, an Evolutionary Mystery, and a
Father's 40-Week Journey to Understand the Deep Meaning of
Transformation and Change

Metamorphosis is often perceived as curious and exceptional, but is in fact a common biological process. According
to some estimates, up to 70% of species undergo one form or another of metamorphosis, which is defined as the
process of transformation of an organism from an immature form to an adult form in two or more stages, or,
alternatively, as radical postembryonic development. Prevalent in marine invertebrates, insects, and amphibians, the
process has attracted the attention of natural philosophers and scientists over the ages and has served as the focal
point for important discoveries in endocrinology, genetics, developmental biology, evolutionary theory, and
regenerative medicine. It has also attracted the attention of philosophers, writers, and artists who have sought to
find in the process of metamorphosis meaning relevant to human psychology and culture. The current research
project proposes to find a creative writing framework for considering both the history of attempts to understand
the biological phenomenon of metamorphosis and the cultural, philosophical, and psychological preoccupations
with the theme of lifecycle and transformation.
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Writing for the Ages

Writing for different audiences makes us better writers and thinkers. It helps us experiment with certain trade-offs
and get into other people’s minds in order to experience different truths. In the spirit of showing rather than telling,
| will present three projects that I've been writing at Wiko: a who-done-it about the disappearance of Darwin’s
notebooks from the Cambridge University Library, written for 8- to 12-year-olds; a creative book of science and
history about metamorphosis, written for mature readers; and a picture-book series about metamorphosis, for the



very young. For me, morphing between registers and genres is a way of being, a way of thinking. As the great
illustrator Quentin Blake expressed: “| don't feel as if | belong to an age group.”

P.S. Come prepared with pencils and notebooks. There'll be an exercise in class!
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