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PROJECT

Race, Health, and Inequality: Producing an Epidemic in the Shadow
of the Capitol
This book project uses the case of Washington, D.C. to examine the socio-historical production of racial health
disparities in the United States. The capital city has had some of the worst epidemic rates in the nation over the last
120 years, including infant mortality, drug addiction, homicide, and HIV. In each case, African-Americans have been
disproportionately affected. I focus primarily on the HIV epidemic and draw on a combination of life-history
interviews and secondary data including survey trends and archival material. I situate the lives and HIV outcomes of
my respondents within the larger historical, political, and social context of the city, examining historical disease
epidemics and racial, spatial, and class segregation (Ch. 2); gendered sexual dynamics, networks, and politics (Ch. 3);
overlapping drug epidemics (Ch. 4); mass incarceration (Ch. 5); living and aging with HIV (Ch. 6); and finally, the
city's public health interventions and national politics (Ch. 7). In the epilogue, I consider the implications for the
city's COVID-19 epidemic.
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