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PROJECT

The Digital Revolution: a Fight for the Future of Our Society

  In connection with the digital transformation, many imagine computers, the Internet, smart phones, and a more
comfortable life. In reality, however, a perfect storm is brewing that could even surpass the impact and scale of the
industrial revolution. In recent years, many new digital technologies have spread. Any of these technologies - such
as Uber, AirBnB, digital currencies like BitCoin, or self-driving vehicles - could turn entire business models and
business sectors upside down. Even established institutions are currently being challenged: besides traditional
money, data has become a new currency. Suddenly, we live in an "attention economy", which is fueled with
personal data collected by "surveillance capitalism". The fact that "code is law" currently allows one to surpass the
legislation of parliaments, and with the methods developed for neuro-marketing one tries to exert behavioral and
social control. Taken together, this changes the monetary and economic system, legislation and politics
substantially. What are the opportunities and risks for businesses, democracy and human rights? What are the
choices that are to be made to ensure that technology helps people manage the challenges of the future
successfully and that we will create a trustworthy digital society that respects and protects human dignity? My
planned book project will try to reconstruct the technological shifts, politics and discourse related to digitalization
as well as the disruptive developments that have resulted from it. It also dares a look into our possible future(s).
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TUESDAY COLLOQUIUM, 12.05.2020

Sustainability, Digital Revolution, and Triage: Back to the Future

  For a long time, experts have warned of the implications of a non-sustainable world, but few have understood the
implications. We are more in trouble than most people think. This is actually a matter of life and death - to an
extent we have not considered possible before the Corona crisis. Contrary to our expectation, the social and
economic system will change dramatically, and it will change soon - either by catastrophic events or by attempts to
avoid future crises and disasters.

This brings us to the question: how will our future society look like? There are different options, and someone has to
choose. So far, however, we have not been asked. Most likely, the future will be characterized as some kind of
"digital society". The current spectrum of options ranges from surveillance capitalism to technological
totalitarianism. Both have considerable downsides.

Of course, I will not attempt to predict the future. However, I will describe developments I have been following
rather closely. Big Data, Internet of Things, Artificial Intelligence, Quantum Computing, Brain Computer Interfaces,
Blockchain Technology. These developments are amazing and sometimes scary, but first of all, they need more
awareness and debate.

I will also try to put these developments into perspective, considering sustainability and other issues. Finally, I will
illustrate what they could mean for us and point to alternative scenarios as well.
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The automation of society is next
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"Es ist Zeit für eine digitale Neuerfindung von Demokratie und Kapitalismus
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We need to build an upgraded, digital democracy
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Optimal incentives for collective intelligence
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Chancen einer digitalen Ökonomie : wie Soziales und Digitales voneinander profitieren
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Sozialrevolution!
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43 visions for complexity
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