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Qur'anic Hermeneutics

  The basic objective is to find out, by analyzing the traditional sources of exegesis in various fields of Islamic
knowledge, whether there are any elements to form an Islamic theory of hermeneutics. Islamic sources to be
analyzed cover many disciplines such as Islamic theology, Islamic philosophy, jurisprudence, and mysticism, as well
as sources of literary theory and poetics. Major sources will be Arabic and the frame of reference is the modern
theory of hermeneutics, specifically in its relevance to Biblical Studies.
As the Qur'an represents a sphere of communication between God and man, the two dimensions of divinity and
humanity are to be considered in the possible theory of Islamic Hermeneutics. First of all, it is my presupposition
that these two dimensions were the working dynamics in the process of canonizing the Qur'an. Rearranging the
verses and chapters of the Qur'an in an order different than that of their chronological order, the mushaf and tilâwa
order (tartîb al-tilâawa) versus the revelation order (tartîb 'nuzûl), could be re-examined in the light of this
presupposition. It was, after all, a process of integrating texts, which were revealed on different historical occasions,
in one text. It was, in other words, to transform the qur'an (literally: recitation) into kitâb (book), following the
development expressed in the Qur'an itself.

Recommended Reading
Abû Zayd, Nasr Hamid. Mafhum an-nas:. Dirasa fi ulum al-Qur'an. Kairo 1410/1990. Dirasat adabija. Ÿ. Ein Leben mit
dem Islam (Life with Islam). Autobiography edited by Navid Kermani, translated by Sharifa Magdi. Freiburg: Herder,
1999, new edition 2002.
-. Politik und Islam: Kritik des religiösen Diskurses, translated by Cherifa Magdi. Frankfurt: Dipa-Verlag, 1996.  



PUBLICATIONS FROM THE FELLOWS' LIBRARY

Abu-Zayd, Nasr H. (2004)

Rethinking the Qur'ân : towards a humanistic hermeneutics ; lecture at Alexandria conference on Human Rights and
Renewing of Religious Discourse, April 18-20, 2004

https://kxp.k10plus.de/DB=9.663/PPNSET?PPN=891502912

Abu-Zayd, Nasr H. (2003)

Spricht Gott nur Arabisch?

https://kxp.k10plus.de/DB=9.663/PPNSET?PPN=891497943

Abu-Zayd, Nasr H. (2002)

L'Islam dans le contexte : l'Islam dynamique et les dogmes textuels

https://kxp.k10plus.de/DB=9.663/PPNSET?PPN=891499024

Abu-Zayd, Nasr H. (2002)

Some elements of enlightenment in islamic thought

https://kxp.k10plus.de/DB=9.663/PPNSET?PPN=891243186

Abu-Zayd, Nasr H. (2002)

Heaven, which way?

https://kxp.k10plus.de/DB=9.663/PPNSET?PPN=773422676

Abu-Zayd, Nasr H. (2001)

Common mistakes in Western reporting about Islam

https://kxp.k10plus.de/DB=9.663/PPNSET?PPN=891500022

Abu-Zayd, Nasr H. (2001)

"Ich bin es leid, den Islam zu verteidigen"

https://kxp.k10plus.de/DB=9.663/PPNSET?PPN=891255842

Abu-Zayd, Nasr H. (2001)

Aufklärung in der islamischen Geisteswelt

https://kxp.k10plus.de/DB=9.663/PPNSET?PPN=891245391

Abu-Zayd, Nasr H. (2001)

The Qur'anic concept of justice

https://kxp.k10plus.de/DB=9.663/PPNSET?PPN=773423184

Abu-Zayd, Nasr H. (2001)

Der Begriff "Gerechtigkeit" nach dem Koran

https://kxp.k10plus.de/DB=9.663/PPNSET?PPN=773422498

Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin 25. April 2024


