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Qur'anic Hermeneutics

The basic objective is to find out, by analyzing the traditional sources of exegesis in various fields of Islamic
knowledge, whether there are any elements to form an Islamic theory of hermeneutics. Islamic sources to be
analyzed cover many disciplines such as Islamic theology, Islamic philosophy, jurisprudence, and mysticism, as well
as sources of literary theory and poetics. Major sources will be Arabic and the frame of reference is the modern
theory of hermeneutics, specifically in its relevance to Biblical Studies.

As the Qur'an represents a sphere of communication between God and man, the two dimensions of divinity and
humanity are to be considered in the possible theory of Islamic Hermeneutics. First of all, it is my presupposition
that these two dimensions were the working dynamics in the process of canonizing the Qur'an. Rearranging the
verses and chapters of the Qur'an in an order different than that of their chronological order, the mushaf and tilâwa
order (tartîb al-tilâawa) versus the revelation order (tartîb 'nuzûl), could be re-examined in the light of this
presupposition. It was, after all, a process of integrating texts, which were revealed on different historical occasions,
in one text. It was, in other words, to transform the qur'an (literally: recitation) into kitâb (book), following the
development expressed in the Qur'an itself.
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