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Investigating the Reforestation Landscape: Pattern, Process, and the
Role of Collective Action

The species-rich tropics exhibit significant dichotomies between patterns of development. While exclusionary
approaches can sometimes be successful at conservation, they do not account for the social ramifications of
prohibiting local inhabitants from access to forest resources. Much of the current controversy on the relative merits
of participatory vs. exclusionist approaches can be traced to the different perspectives from which this problem is
approached. In my two-month visit to the Wissenschaftskolleg, findings from individual case studies on
reforestation will be integrated with theoretical frameworks from landscape ecology, political ecology and literature
on the commons to develop a comparative, interdisciplinary framework which allows the evaluation of both social
and natural factors associated with forest conservation. | am hoping to find linkages between these disciplinary
perspectives that will help me define new categories and frameworks for analysis and create the foundation for a
larger multi-case comparative research project in this area. Through an assessment of the various approaches and
perspectives that have been used in the past to assess forest management strategies, this paper will also help to
develop a broad-based "tool set" for this purpose which integrates aspects of methods from these different
research disciplines, including satellite remote sensing, forest mensuration plots and social interviews.
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