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Democratization of Global Governance? Participation and
Representation in International Politics

Mein Forschungsvorhaben am Wissenschaftskolleg befasst sich mit der Frage nach der Maglichkeit demokratischen
Regierens jenseits des Nationalstaats, und zwar aus einer zugleich normativ-theoretischen wie empirischen
Perspektive. Welche Funktionen kommen der zivilgesellschaftlichen Beteiligung in Bezug auf die Rationalisierung
politischer Problemldsungen in global governance-Praktiken zu? Inwiefern "reprasentieren” zivilgesellschaftliche
Akteure die Blrger, deren Anliegen und Interessen sie im internationalen Politikdiskurs zum Ausdruck zu bringen
beanspruchen? Anschliefen lasst sich zum einen an Modelle deliberativer Demokratie, die das Erfordernis
partizipatorischer und offener Prozeduren sowie die diskursiv hergestellte Qualitat von Regelsetzung in den
Mittelpunkt ricken. Zum anderen sollen die empirischen Ergebnisse des von mir seit Januar 2003 geleiteten
Forschungsprojekts "Partizipation und Legitimation in internationalen Organisationen” im Rahmen des DFG-
Sonderforschungsbereichs 597 "Staatlichkeit im Wandel" als Vorarbeiten fur die Formulierung einer normativen
Theorie globalen Regierens nutzbar gemacht werden.
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Problems of Transnational Politics: Democratic Theory and the
European Union

The project, which | have started at the Wissenschaftskolleg and which therefore is pretty much work in progress, is
called "Globalizing Democracy? Problems of Participation and Representation in Transnational Politics". It considers
the institutional evolution of the European Union and the associated debate about the ‘democratic deficit' as well as
the current discussion of the prospects for a more global democracy.

In my presentation today | will focus only on the EU which, lying somewhere between an international treaty-



based organization and a constitutional federalism, is perhaps instructive also for politics at the global level.

My presentation has three parts. In the first part, | shall outline the main problems of democratic legitimacy in the
European Union.

In the second part, | shall try to sketch the three main ways of conceiving legitimate European rule making: the EU
as a technocracy, the EU as a suprastate, and the EU as 'participatory governance'. Thereby, | shall focus in
particular on the participatory practices in European decision-making and point to their potential and their
shortcomings. In the third part, | shall briefly present my view on the problems and the role of normative
democratic theory today. | shall end by posing relevant questions on the possibility to democratize transnational
politics.
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