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Medieval Cult Images in Early Modern Europe

The project focuses on the practice of re-locating old cult images and situating them in early modern settings
(16th-18th century).

One might suggest several possible reasons for the continued or revived presence of the cult image in early modern
Europe - the persistence of national and regional cults, the relationship to Marian pilgrimage sites, or worship tied
to the beauty, antiquity, or special expressive qualities of the image. This phenomenon opens up a question of the
interplay between the aesthetic and the non-aesthetic of cult images and the negotiation between the "art value"
of these works and the traditional set of values they possess as icons. Related issues to be examined are the process
of the aesthetization of cult images, contingent on the new set of criteria established by the revival of classical art,
and the status of medieval images in the early modern era. The political circumstances cannot be neglected either,
especially in Central Europe, where the Marian cult was closely associated with the reigning dynasties in Austria,
Bavaria, and the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth of Two Nations. Finally, despite some scholarly interest in the
subject, much work still remains to be done in the area of the survival of devotional iconographic formulae
following the Council of Trent.
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